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economic development more rapidly than was possible
elsewhere. It also supplies a partial explanation of the vast
potential of Russian influence in the world.
Second, continental Europe west of the Soviet boundary
is more minutely partitioned than any other continent, great
or small. Even in total mileage of boundaries, it exceeds the
whole of North America, including the West Indies,1 but
when length is considered with area and population, Europe
is unique among the continents in the extent to which its
surface is divided among independent States.
The reasons for this unusual fragmentation are many and
complex, and they are related to historical rather than to
geographical factors, but certain of the latter have played
their part. The peninsular character of the continent has laid
it open, on its eastern side, i.e. on its landward flank, to the
infiltrations of peoples from the Asiatic land-mass. The exact
reasons for the migrations of peoples from the East are still
debatable, but there is no dispute as to the relative ease with
which they were able to move westwards into Europe. Then
the European Plain and the Danubian Lands provided corridors
along which they could pass.
Again, differences in geological structure and in resultant
terrain give a great variety of physical environments in Europe,
while climatic conditions, without precluding human activities
because of too much heat or excessive cold, are sufficiently
diverse to encourage a wide range of plants, and consequently
of agricultural production. The deep penetration of arms of
the sea, more pronounced here than in any other continent,
and justifying its description as "a peninsula of peninsulas",
combined with the diversity of land forms and climatic effects
to provide primitive Europe with a mosaic of habitats, the like
of which is unknown elsewhere, and the lack of physical
uniformity paved the way for the variety of States which
gradually evolved. Within the different habitats, communities
gradually established themselves and made the land their own
by sustained efforts in cultivating the soils, clearing the forests
and draining the marshes. On the whole, their exertions were
1 Europe west of U.S.S.R. 14,846 miles. Africa 28,113 miles. Asia 26,113
miles, South America 18,961 miles, and North America 11,433 miles.